
OLVER ANNOUNCES $2.1 MILLION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN FITCHBURG

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $2.1 million in federal funding for two economic development projects in the city of Fitchburg.

   Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) and worked to secure the funding.

  "I am pleased that Congress has approved this final agreement on an appropriations bill that will bring some critical funding for economic development initiatives in the city of Fitchburg," Olver said.

   The funding was included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC Appropriations conference report approved by House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The bill now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$600,000 for the downtown revitalization as part of the "Weed and Seed" initiative

   This funding would allow the Twin Cities Community Development Corporation (CDC) to take efforts at addressing the housing and economic development needs of downtown Fitchburg.  The CDC, in cooperation with the City of Fitchburg, area non-profit organizations and local residents, has recently applied for federal "Weed and Seed" designation.  The goal of the "Weed" component is to address crime in the downtown and college neighborhoods.  The initiative also looks for "Seed" opportunities that promotes economic and community development efforts.  This new funding will provide necessary funding to create a model mixed-use project in the downtown that supports revitalization.

  "Housing and commercial development are key components to any downtown revitalization, and this funding should go a long way toward such efforts in Fitchburg," Olver said.

$1.5 million for Foster-Miller Company in Fitchburg to implement advanced freight locomotive safety and monitoring systems

  This funding would assist Foster-Miller Company, based at Putnam Place in Fitchburg, to accelerate the implementation of advanced locomotive safety and monitoring systems. The freight railroad is a critical component of interstate and international commerce in the United States. A root cause of preventable accidents in freight railroad is inadequate real time information to the engine crew on the condition of the moving locomotive parts such as the wheels, rotating axles, and brakes. Sensor technologies have been commonly implemented in aircraft, ships and trucks and initially adapted to freight locomotives. However, a government program to evaluate and verify operating and maintenance cost reductions is necessary to make these improvements economically viable for freight railroad.

   "I am pleased to provide assistance to businesses such as Foster Miller who have already made a commitment to Fitchburg and whose work could have both local benefits and far-reaching positive impacts on an industry in our country," Olver said.

 ###

Additional media contacts:
Weed and Seed:  Marc Dohan, Twin Cities CDC, (978) 342-9561 ext.19
Foster Miller:  Doug Thomson, Business Development Manager, (781) 684-4018               
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